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The Daughters of India 
Those 

Goddesses of Piety and Sweetness 
Whose 

Selflessness and Devotion 
Have 

Preserved Hindu Culture 
Through the Ages. 



"0 Thou, thy race’s joy and pride, 
Heroic mother, noblest guide, 

Fond prophetess of coming good, 

How thou hast roused my timid mood.” 
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‘‘Hinduism is a relentless pursuit after Truth and if to-day 
it has become moribund inactive, irresponsive to growth, 
it is because we are fatigued and as soon as the fatigue is 
over, Hinduism will burst forth upon the world with a 
brilliance perhaps unknown before. 5 ”* 



* The Young India. 
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Dear Chaman Lai, 

I was very much interested to see the hook which you 
have written about the influences oi Hindu Civilisation in 
America. It will be a unique contribution to a most neglected 
subject. 

I trust every Indian will read the book and derive 
inspiration from the glorious past of Mother India. 

Yours sincerely. 

Dated : 6th Nov., 1939. RAJENDRA PRASHAD, - 

(President, The Indian National Congress. ) 
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FOREWORD 



(By Sir Radha Krishtian) 

Mr. Chaman Lai has brought together io this book many 
interesting parallels between the culture of the American Indians 
and that of the ancient Hindus. The analogies in the forms of 
worship, social customs and usages are quite impressive. It is 
difficult to be certain about direct influence on borrowing by one 
culture from another. After all, there is not one type of civilisation 
among the American Indians and the ancient Hindu civilisation is a 
vast and complex one with different articulations in it and to detea 
parallelisms between some aspects of the former and certain sides of 
the latter is not difficult. 

It may be suggested that the similarities in tenets and practices 
are due to the fundamental oneness of the human mind. Bui 
Mr. Chaman Id has brought together evidence , with great learning 
and discrimination, which is in favour of an early colonisation of 
America by the Hindus and has supported his thesis by quotations 
from competent authorities, 

I have no doubt that his book is worth-reading and his thesis 
deserves consideration, 



S. R. 
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AN INTRODUCTION 



(By Mrs. Sarojmi Naidu) 

Hyderabad Deccan, 
llth May, 1940. 



My dear Chamanlal, 

You have something of the questing and intrepid spirit of 
adventurer and explorer in your blood that sends you far afield in 
search of knowledge and experience. I shall read your new book 
with great interest. The thesis is fascinating and flattering to our 
traditional pride in the far-reaching glory of Indian culture and its 
influence on the remote peoples and places of the world. The title 
is arresting and carries a challenge. 

The travels and researches of Indian scholars in recent years 
have enlarged our actual consciousness of how rich and creative was 
India’s contribution in countries like Siam, Java, Sumatra, etc. But 
how vague and meagre is our information about the magnificent and 
fundamental nature and quality of India’s achievement among the 
virile and vivid populations of what is now called America .... 
notably among the Incas and the Astecs; though, indeed, it proclaims 
itself in every corner stone of old temples and from the heart of 
every legend and the chronicle of every ritual and ceremony of worship 
and the desire for life and living in ancient Mexico and Peru. 

If your book serves to enrich and expand our, alas! lamentably 
imperfect knowledge of our own cultural history, it will certainly be 
accounted a true national service and prove a monument to your 
energy, courage and devotion. 



Yours sincerely, 
SAROJINI NAIDU. 
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PANDIT MALAYIYAJI'S BLESSINGS. 



Delhi, 

12th May, 1940. 

Dear Giaman Lai, 

I congratulate you on the publication of your valuable book 
"Hindu America”. A look at the contents of different chapters shows 
how important and interesting they are. For a long time, the world 
has been taught to believe that Columbus discovered America. You 
have established, beyond doubt, that Hindus colonised America 
centuries before Columhus was born. Your book also shows how 
ancient Hindu civilization had established itself in America for centuries 
before the Christian era. I am glad, you have supported your state- 
ments by quotations from official documents and valuable records, the 
correctness of which cannot be impugned. 

The book ought to open a new Chapter in the cultural relations 
between India and the vast continent of America. 

It constitutes fascinating reading. The numerous photographs 
which you have included in the book have greatly enhanced its value. 

It deserves to be widely read and I have no doubt, it will be. 

I hope it will be translated into the principal languages of the 
country. It should find a place in every library and school. 

Yours sincerely, 



MADAN MOHAN MALAYIYA 




HINDU SCHOLAR’S VIEW. 



Mr. Charnan Lai has requested me to write a few words of 
Introduction for his new book, "Hindu America". At 72 years of 
age, and pre-occupied with the endeavour to finish some of my own 
half-done literary work — the main purpose of which is to show how 
the Principles and Ideals of what is known as ’Hinduism’, but is in 
reality ’Manava-Dharma’, ’Human Duty’, ’Humanism’, can be utilised 
for the solution of all the main problems that are harassing and 
indeed torturing mankind to-day — I have not spare energy enough 
to carefully read Mr. Chamanlal's book. But I have read the very 
attractive and promising syllabus; and, having read his earlier book, 
The Secrets of Japan, know that he writes brightly and very readably. 
I have every hope, therefore, that this present work will fulfil expecta- 
tions. The subject is very interesting. The name “Maya-asura occurs 
in the old Sanskrit books; the pictures of the remains of the Maya- 
dvilisation (of America) that I have seen, show a number of ancient 
Indian features; and I have often wondered if the Peruvian System 
of Social Organisation, which lasted from the 12th to the 15th century 
A.D., was carried over from India, and established there with modifi- 
cations. There are also vague ’rumours’ that Buddhist missionaries 
went across the Pacific, and, unless my memory deludes, a western 
writer has advanced the view that ‘Yucatan’ is a transformation of 
"Yoga-Sthana", and ‘Gautemala’ of ’’Guatam-alaya". The whole 
subject is full of curious interest, and I fully trust that Mr. Charnan 
Lai has done justice to it. 



BHAGWAN DAS. 




PREFACE 



A philosopher once said that his heart was in the past, 
his body in the present, and his soul in the future. It is the 
pride in our past and hope in our future that has given me 
inspiration to write this book. 

For centuries the world has been made to accept the theory that 
Columbus discovered America. What Columhus really did was to 
're-discover’ America (for Europe), which was known tlo the Hindus, 
the Mongols, the Melanesians and other Asiatic peoples for thousands 
of years. 

When Columbus re-discovered the ‘New World’ in l4$)2 and 
found himself among the strange-looking people, whose description 
resembled those of the people of India, 1 he called them Indios. He 
named them Indians, because he thought he had reached India. They 
ire still called Indians, though the name is sometimes qualified by 
the words American, Mexican, Peruvian, etc. The American Indians 
ire also at times designated Red Indians, despite the fact that their 
:omplexion is more brown than red and they resent being called Red 
Indians. (I know it from personal friends among them). 

These Indians were the earliest inhabitants of America. But 
vhere did they come from? What is their origin? Some say that 
hey were the descendants of the Lost Tribes of Israel, others hold 
hat they came from Asia in pre-historic rimes. No less than two 
lozen theories have been propounded in this connection. 

My thesis is that the ancient civilisations (whether Astecs, Maya 
>r Inca) of the two Americas owe their origin to the Hindu culture 
if India. The citations from the works of authorities of recognised 
nerit and the record of my own personal observations of the life and 
rustoms of the Indians, which I have given in the present book, will 
>rove that my thesis is correct). Eminent research workers like Hewitt, 
Mackenzie, Tod, Pococke, Mrs. Nuttal and others have collected 
ilenty of data which go to show that the aadent American dvilisa- 
ions were influenced by H indu culture and that the Surya-Vanshi 
Children of the Sun) rulers of India established kingdoms in Asia, 
iurope and America. Hindus were great colonisers, traders and 
dventurets. It is interesting to study the mighty impulses that led 
bem not! only to establish contacts with the inhabitants of the 
bmotest parts of the world but also to migrate and settle down there. 

- " 

s 

'-As is evideot from the pictures in this book. 



xvt 



Full three chapters have been devoted to the treatment of this subject. 

Imprints of Hindu Culture . — Three further chapters have been 
devoted to the discussion of similarities and parallelisms between and 
even identities of religious and social customs in America (previous 
to the Spanish annexation) and India. The testimony is so over- 
whelming and convincing that no impartial student can doubt that 
the Hindus were the torch-bearers of culture in America, as in many 
other lands. 

The emigrant races of India took with them, wherever they went, 
their system of measurement of time, their local gods, their villages 
and provincial institutions, and their customs, including festivals, 
dances and ceremonials, By quoting the evidence of eye-witnesses 
of the time of Spanish conquest, 1 have shown that the vast continents 
of America bear the imprints of Hindu Culture. 

The belief of Americans in the four Hindu Yugas (epochs), the 
existence in America of the Hindu Gurukula scheme of education, the 
Hindu Panchayat System, the bazaar economy, the Sonia Yagtia 
(sacrifice), the worship of lndra, Ganesha and other Hindu gods, the 
practice of Hindu religious dances and child-birth, marriage and 
death ceremonials including Suttee, the Devadasi system and the Hindu 
priestly spirited hierarchy, and the similarly in legends and in the 
fundamentals and ceremonials connected with the religious, social 
and political structure, prove beyond any doubt that the Hindus were 
the first to discover America. This assertion is corroborated (in 
unmistakable terms) by the official historian of the Mexican Govern- 
ment, the head of the Archaeological Department of Mexico, and 
several British, American and Spanish historians, whose valuable 
researches I have used freely. 

The chapters on the glorious culture and life of the Mayas, the 
Astccs and the Incas will reveal tk> the reader the crime that Christian- 
Spain committed in wiping out these civilisations “far superior to 
any in Europe/’ 2 Robbery and incendiarism were the chief weapons 
which the ruthless invaders, who came disguised as ambassadors to 
Mexico and Peru, used in their campaign of destruction. 

Huge bon-fires were made of Maya books by Bishop Diego dc 
Landa, only three books surviving the holocaust. These are in codex 
and are safely preserved in libraries at Dresden, Parts, and Madrid. 
Similar crimes were repeated in South America, where also all avail- 
able literature was destroyed. Therefore, we have no other alterna- 
tive but to mainly depend on the accounts left by the invaders in the 
sixteenth century. — 



2 Draper. 
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3 have deemed it advisable to establish my thesis as far as possible 
with the aid of the researches and writings of independent European 
and American intju iters in this field who cannot he charged with 
being partisan admirers of Hindu culture. 

1 leave it to the reader to judge from the evidence, both 
documentary and pictorial, as to how far I have been able to prove 
toy thesis. 3 claim to have made no discovery. 1 have simply tried 
to draw the attention of our archaeologists, historians and leaders to 
the most neglected subject of India’s contribution to the world culture 
in the past. My chief object in presenting this book is to make tny 
countrymen realise how tragic 1ms been the down-fall of those whose 
forefathers not only ruled distant' lands, hut also carried there the 
torch of Hindu culture. 

THE HUE Ob’ SACRIFICE ( YACiNA) THAT WAS KINDLED 
BY OUR FORE FATHERS IN RATAL DESHA (AMERICA) IS 
STILL BURNING IN THE HEARTS OF MANY MILLION 
AMERICANS AND THE DAY IS NOT FAR OFF WHEN FREE 
INDIA WILL RECLAIM AMERICA TO HER CULTURAL FOLD. 



! Jibore, Wtb ftbty, 1940. 



CHAMAN LAI. 
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CHAPTER l 
WHO DISCOVERED AMERICA 

" Those who first arrived on the continent later to b* 
known as America were groups of men driven by that mighty 
current that set out from India towards the East." — History of 
Mexico (Mexican Government Publication). 

***** 

" The (Maya) human types are like those of India. The 
irreproachable technique of their reliefs , the sumptuous 
bead-dress and ostentatious buildings on high, the system 
of construction, all speak of India and the Orient — 
Professor Raman Mena, Curator of the National Museum of 
Mexico. 

***** 

"Hindu merchants brought to Mexico the eighteen- 
months year of the Pandavas and the custom of trade guild 
and Indian bazaar." — Hewitt — Primitive Traditional History, 
pp. 8)4—36. 

***** 

"That the North- American Indians belonged to a 
Northern race, who made their way to the Southern 
Hemisphere, both in America and Asia, is proved by the 
absolute identity between the national system of relationships 
of the Iroquois (American Indian tribe) and Indian Dravidians, 
shown in the tables of consanguinity in Morgan’s 'Ancient 
Society/ to co-exist with the form of marriage which he calls 
Punuluan (Punya-Lagan in Sanskrit). This I have shown to 
be a union between alien races, in which the bridegroom 
received the bride into his clan by making blood-brotherhood 
with her, and marking the parting of her hair with vermilion, 
a rite still preserved by all Hindu castes." — Ruling Races of 
Prehistoric America, p. 234. 

One of the most fascinating features of the ancient civilizations 
of America is tihe mystery that shrouds them even in the twentieth 
century. No other country offers such mysterious problems as the 
■vaSfr^ontinent of America. Innumerable theories, suppositions and 
surmises have been offered by imaginative brains, and while some 
of theSe theories appear reasonable, yet they fail to withstand thorough 
analysis. Despite the vast amount of research devoted to the 
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ancient American civilizations we actually know very little of them. 
We find ruins of magnificent palaces, splendid temples, great monu- 
ments, beautiful idols. But there is no written history to prove the 
origin of the great people who left such wonderful monuments. 

The difficulty of sifting the documentary accounts concerning 
ancient America has long been recognized. Nearly fifty years ago, 
Adolph Bandelier wrote: — 

"Not only the history of ancient Mexico, but the true condition 
and degree of culture of its aboriginal inhabitants, are yet but imper- 
fectly known. Nearly all architectural remains have disappeared; 
the descendants of the former aborigines have modified their plan of 
life, and we arc almost exclusively reduced, for our knowledge of 
Mexican antiquities, to the printed and written testimony of those 
who saw Indian society in Mexico either at the time of, or not long 
after, its downfall. But these authors, whether eye-witnesses of the 
conquest, like Cortes, Bernal Diaz, Del Castillo, Andres de Tapia, and 
others, or missionaries sent to New Spain at an early date, as Toribio 
of Bcnavcnte (Motolinia), Sahagun, or (towards the close of the tilth 
century, or beginning of the 17th century) Acosta, Devila, Mendicta 
and Torqucmada, arc sometimes, on many questions, in direct oppo- 
sition to each other. Thus, the uncertainty is still increased, and the 
most difficult critical labour heaped upon the student. Further- 
more, to magnify the task, we are placed in presence of several 
Indian writers of the 16th and 17th centuries (like Kuran, Texozomoc, 
and Ixtlilxochitl), who disagree with each other as also with the 
Spanish authors. It may appear presumptuous, while knowing of the 
existence of such difficulties, to attempt the description of even a 
single feature of life of Mexico’s former Indian society,” 

Undoubtedly, as Bandelier says, the task is very difficult and a 
layman like me hesitates to raise his pen on such a mysterious sub- 
ject. Yet, fortunately, there is enough evidence still left in Ame- 
rica itself to encourage me to write on the origins of the ancient people 
and civilizations in America, 'When the people of one nation have 
been conquered and killed by another nation, their property confis- 
cated and the remnant of the people made slaves, and all written re- 
cords burnt by invaders, nearly everything that is known of them is 
derived from what has been told by the invaders.’ Fortunately, the 
Spanish historians who accompanied the invaders have left some valu- 
able records of the condition of the people, and their customs _ arid 
life in the early sixteenth century. 

The research into man’s presence in the New World is ( very 
interesting and the reader will come across some fantastic theories 




HINDU EYES IN MEXICO. 




Curiously enough the name of her village is Rajapura. 

Courtesy — Tin: Statesman, 
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advanced by various scholars in their zeal to justify their imagination, 
but it is not by conjectures and suppositions that we can arrive at a 
solution of this great mystery. Identity of or at least similarities in 
facial appearance, food, clothing, religious customs, habits, and 
above all, similarity in basic philosophy and culture must decide the 
issue. 

Twenty Theories . — The obvious impossibility of attributing an 
autochthonic origin for the Astecs, the last of the ruling races on the 
North American continent, of which Mexico was the cultural centre, in 
tire face of the evident mixture of races, dialects, languages and religious 
and social customs in Mexico— all tending to disprove, on the one 
hand, tire racial unity of the ancient Mexican peoples and, on the othei, 
to lend support for theories of succeeding waves of immigration into 
the country— has led to the propagation of a number of conflicting 
theories about the immigrant origin of the Mexican people and theit 
ancient civilization. Miss Cora Walker, an American research scho- 
lar in this field, sums up in her book 'Cuatemoc’ (the last of the 
Mexican Emperors), no less than twenty different such theories. It 
is needless to go into all of them in detail, but they may be briefly 
referred to here. 

la Mexico there were white races, a yellow nee with almond- 
shaped eyes, brown races, and a black race. The more than thirty- 
seven different languages, and many more dialects of the country ate 
proofs against the racial unity of the ancient Mexican peoples. Human 
life in Mexico is believed to be coeval with that of Asia, 10,000 B.C. 
or more, 

This mixture of races and languages in Mexico, according to one 
school, is accounted for by immigration into Mexico of people from 
Atlantis, die Lost Continent, occupying the region now comprised by 
the gulf of Mexico, and the Cartibcan Sea. This continent, it is sup- 
posed, got submerged in the ocean as the result of a scries of earth- 
quake shocks. In addition, there are four African theories, seveu 
Asiatic theories, and six European theories— all attributing the origin 
of the ancient Astec civilization to immigrant waves from different 
countries and of different races in these continents. While these 
theories are mutually conflicting, yet they unmistakably prove that 
the Astec culture and civilization are not) autochthonous, but have an 
immigrant origin. 

A further reason for accepting this theory is that Mexican tradi- 
tions themselves claim that their ancestors came from a far and 
beatSjful country. Montezuma, Emperor of Mexico, told the 
Spaniards that his ancestors came from the far east, across great] 
waters and they were white people. 
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Imprints of India . — The theories about European migration to 
America before Columbus are not supported by research scholars and 
archaeologists of Mexico. It is quite possible that some people from 
some of the European countries may have visited America, but there 
is nothing to prove that any European migration took place to Ame- 
rica before the visit of Columbus, whom Europe applauded as tire 
discoverer of America. But the presence of hundreds of thousands 
of people with Hindu and Mongol features, following Hindu reli- 
gious customs, worship of Hindu gods- — Ganesha, Indra and others, 
the Hindu educational code, system of priesthood, marriage customs, 
observance of cremation and even Suttee, definitely prove that Hindus 
and Mongols did migrate to America in large numbers by land 
and sea. The existence of a sea route between India and Mexico is 
admitted by many research scholars. According to the Hindu epic, 
Mahabharata, American rulers participated in the great battle of Kuru- 
kshetra and a Hindu prince (Arjun) married Alupi, the daughter of 
an American ruler. America was then known as Patala and it was 
reputed to be very rich in gold. A beautiful description of this 
unique land is given in the Puranas. 

Patala — Home of Gold . — According to the Vishnu Purana, die 
regions below the earth number seven, Atala, Vitala, Nitala, Gabhas- 
timat, Maliatala, Sutala, and Patala. They arc embellished with 
magnificent palaces, in which dwell numerous Danavas, Daityas, 
Yakshas, and great Snake-gods. The Muni Narada, after his return 
from those regions to the skies, declared amongst the celestials that 
Patala was much more delightful than Indra’s heaven. "What,*’ 
exclaimed the sage, "can be compared to Patala, where the Nkigas 
are decorated with brilliant and beautiful and pleasure-shedding 
jewels? Who will not delight in Patala, where the lovely daughters 
of the Daityas and Danavas wander about, fascinating even the most 
austere; where the rays of the sun diffuse light, and no heat, by day; 
and where the moon shines by night for illumination, not for cold; 
where the sons of Danu, happy in the enjoyment! of delicious viands 
and strong wines, know not how the time passes? There are beauti- 
ful groves and streams and lakes where the lotus blows; and the 
skies are resonant with the Kiel's song. Splendid ornaments, frag- 
rant perfumes, rich unguents, the blended music of the flute and pipe 
and tabor; these and many other enjoyments are the common por- 
tion of the Danavas, Daityas, and Snake-gods, who inhabit the region* 
of Patala,” 1 

Some biased Americans may not have much faith in Hindu records, 
but American and British authorities can be quoted to J^ove 



1 Perry — Children of the Sun, p. 257. 





THAT NWTTT I11NPI! IViPRI'SNION 1 




! bis is the pietuiv ot ;t Mexican woman carmnr, her child in 
the typical Hindu fashion. 

*■ <m>!' s' I'hf In.lttn /<»-/<. it, ntcti t ‘Mr it,,. 
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chat the Hindus discovered America thousands of years before 
Columbus was horn. 

Wonderful Race From India . — Professor Rama Mena, Curator 
of the National Museum of Mexico, in the book, Mexican Archaeology, 
says : — 

"A deep mystery enfolds the tribes that inhabited t!he state of 
Chiapas in the district named Palenque. Their wonderful works of 
art of perfect design and finished workmanship, seem to say that 
these people were greatily advanced and of recent age. Yet their 
writing and the anthropological type, as well as their personal adorn- 
ments, and finally their systems and style of construction clearly indi- 
cate the remotest antiquity. The arrangement of calculliforni 
writing, certain characters and even certain objects vaguely bring to 
mind the Maya people. But precisely the placing in series of the 
written blocks, and by the general appearance of the writing it is con- 
sidered of oriental origin and of greater antiquity than that accorded 
to the Nestorian Stone, i.e., more than ten thousand years. 

"THE HUMAN TYPES ARE LIKE THOSE OF INDIA. 
THEIR PERFECTION IN DESIGN, THE IRREPROACHABLE 
TECHNIQUE OF THEIR RELIEFS, THE SUMPTUOUS HEAD- 
DRESS AND OSTENTATIOUS BUILDINGS ON HIGH, THE 
SYSTEM OF CONSTRUCTION, ALL SPEAK OF INDIA AND 
THE ORIENT.” 

Sea Route from India . — "The crosses (sacred god tree), birds, 
also sacred, are eminently Oriental, Buddhistic. Orozco Y Berra has 
demonstrated this indisputably and AS THERE EXISTS THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A ROUTE BETWEEN INDIA AND OUR 
COASTS, WE ARE VERY NEAR SOLVING THE MYSTERY THAT 
ENFOLDS THIS RACE.” 

Hindu Origin of Languages . — The same author writes : — 

"At present we are studying the native tongues and find that at 
least as far as Nahuat'l, Zapoteca, and Maya languages are concerned 
they are of Hindu-European (Sanskrit) origin. The afore-mentioned 
studies are by Dr. Magana Peon and Professor Humberlo J. Cornyn, 
both members of the Geographical Society of Mexico.” 

Ten Thousand Year Old Civilization . — The Mexican Professor 
concludes : — 

"In Palenque we find what is probably tbe oldest civilization in 
America. At least ten thousand years old, yet its calculliform writ- 
ing - ^ wonderful, though not legible in all its parts, for as yet wc 
have deciphered only certain dates. Oriental phonograms and signs 
which are isolated without connection. This is all we have been 




